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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES TO PODGORNY AND KOSYGIN 

BARRING MAJOR SURPRISES, IT APPEARS LIKELY THAT PODGORNY 
AND KOSYGIN WILL BE CONFIRMED BY THE SUPREME SOVIET TOMORROW, 

JULY 26, FOR NEW TERMS AS CHAIRMAN OF THE PRESIDIUM OF THE SUPREME 
SOVIET AND CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, RESPECTIVELY. 
DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO RECOMMEND THAT THE PRESIDENT SEND MESSAGES OF 
CONGRATULATION. WHILE OUR FILES HERE DO NOT SHED ANY LIGHT ON 
PRECEDENTS, I THINK IT WOULD BE A USEFUL GESTURE. IN EVENT IT IS 
DECIDED TO DO SO, I WOULD APPRECIATE BEING INFORMED SO THAT I CAN 
ADVISE MY NATO COLLEAGUES OF OUR INTENTION. 
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